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Marian the Red Fox and Nester the Snapping Turtle Advance to Mayor of the Zoo
General Election

DULUTH, Minn. — The votes are counted, and the Lake Superior Zoo has its two finalists for Mayor of the Zoo: Marian
the red fox and Nester the snapping turtle. The pair will face off in the general election, with voting opening this Friday
and running through Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 10.

A total of 1,076 votes were cast in the primary, a turnout that, proportionally, topped 20 percent of the ballots cast in
Duluth’s own most recent city primary. Zoo staff called it a strong showing for a first-time civic program involving five
animals and one very determined write-in campaign.

Primary results:

Candidate Votes Percentage Status

Marian the Red Fox 313 29.09% Advances to general
Nester the Snapping Turtle 212 19.70% Advances to general
Syke the American Black Bear 210 19.52% Eliminated

Pepper the African Bullfrog 195 18.12% Eliminated

Bianca the African Spiny Mouse 140 13.01% Eliminated

Write-ins (all for “Pabu”) 6 0.56% Not on ballot

The real drama was second place. Nester edged out Syke by a mere two votes. Syke’s campaign considered filing for a
recount but missed the deadline. He was asleep. At press time, he remains asleep.

AKE SUPERIOR Z00 - /210 Fremont Street - Duluth, MN 5& . ‘ - . /ooDuluth.o



The six write-in votes all went to Pabu, the Zoo’s Pallas cat and a longtime visitor favorite. Pabu never entered the race,
and Zoo staff say that’s for the best: by all accounts he would have made a wonderfully grumpy, aloof mayor. The write-
in votes will not be counted toward the general election, but officials say the campaign is flattered all the same.

The candidates react:

Marian was gracious in victory. “She says the race isn’t over, it’s just gotten more interesting,” said Jessica Phoenix,
Marian’s keeper. “She has a lot of respect for Nester. Slow and steady is a real strategy. She just prefers slow and steady
with better hearing.”

Nester, for his part, was not surprised. “He told me from day one he’d wait everybody out, and now here we are,” said
Hannah Stephenson, Nester’s keeper. “He wanted me to pass along that Syke ran a good race, and that two votes is
nothing to be ashamed of. He also wanted me to mention that he, personally, was awake for all of it.”

Syke’s campaign, reached with some difficulty, offered its congratulations from the den. “He’s at peace with it,” said
Micayla Coble, Syke’s keeper. “He wanted Nester and Marian to know there are no hard feelings, and that he'll be
cheering them on, probably in his sleep.”

Pepper, eliminated but undeterred, sent his regards at full volume. “He’s proud of how far the little guy got, and he says
Nester and Marian both care about the same things he does. They’ll do right by the Zoo,” said Cassy Siirila, Pepper’s
keeper. “He also wanted it on the record that he still has strong feelings about the bugs.”

Bianca, true to form, was already looking ahead. “She’s disappointed, but she doesn’t stay down for long. That’s sort of
her whole thing,” said Kelli Carroll, Bianca’s keeper. “She’s throwing her support behind Marian and Nester and says
she’ll be back to run again someday.”

Endorsements: The primary also drew some notable support from the community: Nester picked an endorsement from
former Duluth Mayor Don Ness, Marian from Mary Fox, Pepper from Karen Stromme, and Bianca from Adam Sundberg.

What'’s next: General election voting opens Friday and runs through Tuesday, Nov. 10, when the Lake Superior Zoo will
name its first Mayor of the Zoo. As in the primary, voting is free and open to everyone, in person at the Zoo’s polling
place near the main entrance or online, and visitors may cast one ballot per day.

Why this matters: Mayor of the Zoo is meant to be more than a fun afternoon. Research on youth civic habits shows
that people who vote once are markedly more likely to vote again, and that student mock elections have been shown to
lift turnout among the adults in their households, largely because kids go home and talk about it. A ballot cast for a
bullfrog today is, organizers hope, practice for a ballot that counts down the road.

How to vote: Voting is free and open to everyone. Cast a ballot in person at the polling place near the Zoo’s main
entrance or vote online. Visitors and voters can cast one ballot per day, so there’s good reason to come back. The
general election runs from Friday through Tuesday, Nov. 10.

About the Mayor of the Zoo election: The Lake Superior Zoo’s first Mayor of the Zoo race is a lighthearted, nonpartisan
way to celebrate taking part in elections. Animal candidates’ campaign through the summer and fall on a schedule that
mirrors the real election calendar, with a September primary and a November general election. The winner will serve a
two-year term, issuing occasional proclamations celebrating the achievements of area youth. No real political parties or
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candidates are involved, and the candidates’ “platforms” and promises are all in fun and don’t reflect any actual Zoo

plans or commitments. The animals would also like to remind everyone to vote in their own elections.



About the Lake Superior Zoo: Founded in 1923, the Lake Superior Zoo is the 19th oldest zoo in the United States and the
only zoo in northeastern Minnesota and northwestern Wisconsin. Located on 19 acres at 7210 Fremont St. in Duluth,
the Zoo is home to more than 300 animals representing over 140 species. It is accredited by the Association of Zoos and
Aquariums (AZA), a distinction held by fewer than 10 percent of animal exhibitors licensed in the United States and
awarded only to institutions that meet rigorous standards for animal care, welfare, and conservation. The Zoo is
operated by the nonprofit Lake Superior Zoological Society and is committed to conservation and education, connecting
visitors of all ages to wildlife and inspiring the next generation to protect it. The Zoo is open daily; hours and admission
information are available at Iszoo.org.
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