
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Nester the Snapping Turtle Rounds Out the Mayor of the 
Zoo Field 

DULUTH, Minn. — Nester, a snapping turtle at the Lake Superior Zoo, is the fifth and final 
animal to enter the race for Mayor of the Zoo, and by his keeper's reckoning the only one likely 
to still be around decades from now. 

Nester is running as the old hand who has seen it all and isn't easily impressed. Snapping turtles 
can live a long time and are known for taking things slow and holding their ground, which suits 
his campaign just fine. 

"Nester has watched plenty of fads come and go, and he figures most of them weren't worth the 
trouble," said Hannah Stephenson, Nester's keeper. "He believes in patience and steady work. 
He also likes to remind people that the tortoise beat the hare. He knows perfectly well he's a 
turtle and not a tortoise, but he still likes how that one ends." 

His official slogan is "A Firm Grip on the Issues." His supporters prefer a version of their own: 
"Snap Out of It, Duluth." 

Asked whether he worried about younger, faster opponents, his keeper passed along Nester's full 
response: "He'll wait." 

Fun facts about the snapping turtle: Snapping turtles can live for several decades, and 
some pass the forty-year mark. They're too big to pull all the way into their shells, so they rely on 
a fast, strong bite to defend themselves. They hunt by sitting still and letting a meal come to 
them, and their family of reptiles has looked much the same for millions of years. 

Nester is one of five candidates in the primary, joining Pepper the African bullfrog, Bianca the 
African spiny mouse, Marian the red fox, and Syke the American black bear. 

How to Vote: Voting is free, and you can vote either in-person at the Zoo's voting booth or 
online at https://lszoo.org/mayoral-election/. The primary election voting runs from August 21st 
through September 14th at 4:00 p.m., with the top finalists advancing to the general election. 
General election voting runs from September 21st through November 10th at 4:00 p.m. to decide 
the winner. 

Why We Are Voting: Mayor of the Zoo is a fun way for young visitors to learn how elections 
work. Good community habits can start when you are young, and voting is one way people help 
make decisions together. When children have a friendly first experience with voting, they can 
discover that their voice matters. Today's zoo vote is practice. Someday, that habit may help 
them take part in decisions that affect their schools, neighborhoods, and communities. 



About the Lake Superior Zoo: For more than a century, the Lake Superior Zoo has connected 
visitors with animals from around the world. As the only AZA-accredited zoo in Northeastern 
Minnesota and Northwestern Wisconsin, it offers year-round recreational and educational 
experiences that inspire appreciation for nature and wildlife conservation. 
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